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PERSONAL DATA

Citizenship:
Date of birth:

EMPLOYMENT

12/2019 - present

04/2023 - 09/2023

10/2018 - 09/2019

09/2016 - 11/2019

05/2013 - 09/2016

10/2012 - 09/2016

website: soerenstapel.eu

Federal Republic of Germany
July 25,1986 in Burg

Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, Department of Political Science, University
of Freiburg, Project ,,Overlapping Regionalism in Africa, the Americas,
Asia and Europe Compared” (funded by the German Research
Foundation)

W3 Professor (interim) for Political Science with a specialization in
Governance in Multi-Level Systems, Department of Political Science,
University of Freiburg

W2 Professor (interim) for Political Science with a specialization in
International Organizations and Globalization, Department of Political
Science, Friedrich-Schiller University Jena

Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, School of Global Studies, University of
Gothenburg,

Project “External Funding of Regional Organizations in Africa: What
Works and Why?” (funded by the Swedish Research Council)

Research Associate, Freie Universitadt Berlin, Collaborative Research
Center - SFB 700, Governance in Areas of Limited Statehood,

Project B2 “The Governance Contribution of External Actors in Areas of
Limited Statehood” (funded by the German Research Foundation)

Affiliated Fellow / PhD Fellow, Freie Universitit Berlin, Research College
“The Transformative Power of Europe?”



EDUCATION

09/2012 -07/2016 PhD in Political Science, Freie Universitit Berlin & Berlin

Graduate School for Transnational Studies (BTS), Germany

Thesis Topic:

The Adoption and Design of Regional Democracy, Human Rights and the
Rule of Law Institutions: The Interplay of Demands and Diffusion
(summa cum laude)

(supervisors: Tanja A. Borzel, Jonas Tallberg)

10/2006 -12/2011  Diploma Degree in Political Science, Freie Universitdt Berlin, Germany

(Grade: 1.3 = very good)

09/2008 - 05/2009 Exchange Student, Université de Montréal, Canada

07/2006 Abitur (= German University Entrance Qualification), Allertal Gymnasium
Eilsleben (Grade: 1.1 = very good)

PUBLICATIONS

Monographs

2022 Regional Organizations and Democracy, Human Rights, and the Rule of Law: The African

2020

Union, Organization of American States, and the Diffusion of Institutions. Houndmills:
Palgrave Macmillan.

Comparing Regional Organizations. Global Dynamics and Regional Particularities. Bristol:
Bristol University Press, with Diana Panke and Anna Starkmann.

Currently under review

o International Organizations and the Management of Regime Complexity: Ignorance, Confrontation,
Coordination and Cooperation, with Diana Panke (submitted to Oxford University Press).

Articles (peer-reviewed)

forthc.

forthc.

forthc.

forthc.

“Cooperation between International Organizations. Demands, Supply and Restraint”,
Review of International Organizations, with Diana Panke.

“Regional International Organizations in Africa as Recipients of Foreign Aid: Why Are
Some More Attractive to Donors than Others?”, Cooperation and Conflict, with Diana
Panke and Fredrik S6derbaum.

“Overlapping Regionalism around the World: Introducing the Overlapping
Regionalism (OVREG) dataset”, International Area Studies Review.

“Towards Increasing Regime Complexity? Why Member States Drive Overlaps
between International Organizations”, British Journal of Politics and International
Relations, with Diana Panke.



2023

2023

2023

2023

2022

2020

2018

2018

“Who commits to regional human rights? Reputation benefits, sovereignty costs, and
regional dynamics”, Journal of Human Rights, 22(3), 386-405, with Mathis Lohaus.

s

Something to everyone’: Ownership as a moving target in Swedish and British
regional foreign aid to Africa”, Development Policy Review, 41(4), 12684, with Fredrik
Soderbaum and Sally Wennergren.

“European involvement in regional organizations in Africa through foreign aid: Bully,
Overseer, Micromanager and Samaritan”, Third World Quarterly, 44(8), 1699-1717, with
Fredrik Soderbaum.

“Navigating Regional Regime Complexity: How and why does the European Union
cooperate with regional organizations?”, Politics & Governance, 11(2), 98-109, with Diana
Panke.

“ Architects of Regional Regime Complexity: States and Regional Organizations in
Europe”, Journal of Contemporary European Studies, 30(3) 387-404, with Diana Panke.

“Cooperation and Conflict at the Horn of Africa: A New Regional Bloc Between
Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Somalia and Its Consequences for Eastern Africa”, Africa
Spectrum, 55(3), pp. 339-350, with Ingo Henneberg.

“Overlapping Regionalism in Europe - Patterns and Effects”, British Journal of Politics
and International Relations, 20(1), pp. 239-258, with Diana Panke.

“Exploring Overlapping Regionalism”, Journal of International Relations and Development
21(3), pp- 635-662, with Diana Panke.

Articles currently under review (papers can be provided on request)

¢ “The Diffusion of Innovations Through Social Spaces: Regional Organizations and
Institutions to Protect and Promote Human Rights, Democracy, and the Rule of Law”
(submitted to: Global Governance)

e “South Africa and Nigeria as promoters of entangled regionalism in Africa”, with Diana
Panke (submitted to International Studies Review as part of the Forum “Global order-making
and organizational (dis)entanglements” coordinated by Stephanie C. Hofmann).

Currently in preparation (manuscript status, expected completion date of first draft)

e “Exploring the Uneven Spread of Disability Rights around the World” (work in progress,
tirst draft by July 2023)

¢ “Regional International Organizations during International Crises: Comparing the 9/11,

Financial, Migration and Covid-19 crises” (work in progress, first draft by October 2023)

“Why do states shy away from committing to the 2007 African Charter on Democracy,
Elections and Governance?” (work in progress)

,Coping with Institutional Complexity: Cooperation between Regional International

Organizations”, with Diana Panke (work in progress, revised draft completed in June 2023)



Book Chapters

forthc.

forthec.

forthc.

2022

2022

2020

2015

2012

“Transnational Actors and International Organizations”, in Freistein, K., Leininger, J.
and Weinlich, S. (eds.) Handbook of International Organizations. Theories, Concepts and
Empirical Insights. Berlin: De Gruyter.

“Multi-level Governance”, in De Lombaerde, P. (ed.), Handbook on Regional Cooperation
and Integration. London: Edward Elgar, with Diana Panke.

“North America in the world: Comparative regional dynamism in the 21st century”, in
Hershberg, E. and Long, T. (eds) North America: Stagnation, Decline, or Renewal?
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, with Diana Panke.

“Regionalism in Africa”, in Riiland, J. and Carrapatoso, A. (eds.) Edward Elgar Handbook
on Regionalism and Global Governance. London: Edward Elgar, 218-229, with Fredrik
Soderbaum.

“External Actors and Security Regionalism in Africa: A New Dataset on External
Funding”, in Muntschick, ]. (ed.) Regionalism in Africa and External Partners: Uneven
Relationships and (Un)Intended Effects. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 61-80, with
Fredrik Soderbaum.

German translation in: “Externe Akteure und Sicherheitsregionalismus in Afrika: Eine
neuer Datensatz zur externen Finanzierung”, in: Muntschick, J. (ed.) Regionalismus in
Afrika und externe Partner: Beziehungen und (un)beabsichtigte Effekte. Wiesbaden:
Springer VS.

“Mapping and problematizing external funding to the African Union and Regional
Economic Communities”, in Engel, U. and Mattheis, F. (eds.) The Political Economy of
Regional Security Organizations in Africa, Asia and Latin America: Follow the Money.
Abingdon: Routledge, 112-125, with Fredrik Soderbaum.

“A Global Script in Regional Colours: Mapping Governance Transfer by Twelve
Regional Organizations”, in Borzel, T. A. and van Hiillen, V. (eds) Governance Transfer
by Regional Organizations: Patching Together a Global Script. Basingstoke: Palgrave
Macmillan, 22-48, with Tanja A. Borzel.

“Does regime type matter? Regional integration from the nation states' perspectives in
ECOWAS”, in Borzel, T. A., Goltermann, L., Lohaus, M. and Striebinger, K. (eds.) Roads
to Regionalism. Genesis, Design, and Effects of Regional Organizations. Farnham: Ashgate,
141-157, with Veronika Kirschner.

Book chapter currently under review (papes can be provided on request)

¢ “When RIOs grow up: Adaptation through Mandate Change?”, with Diana Panke, prepared
for Gray, J. (ed.) The Life Cycles of International Cooperation (work in progress, first draft
completed in March 2023).

Currently in preparation (manuscript status, expected completion date of first draft)

e “Regional Organizations, Regionalism and Global Reordering”, in Wouters, J., Biedenkopf,
K., Raube, K. and Miiller, G. (eds.) Handbook of Global Reordering and Connectivity. London:
Routledge (work in progress, first draft by December 2023)



Policy papers and public engagement

forthc. “Swedish Cooperation with Africa on Peace and Security”, with Fredrik Soderbaum.
Part of the report “ Africa-Nordic cooperation in the area of peace and security” by the
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) and Nordic Africa Institute (NAI).

2023 “ A Manifesto for Regionalism in Africa”, UNU-CRIS Connecting Ideas, with Fredrik
Soderbaum, https:/ /cris.unu.edu/manifesto-regionalism-africa.

2022  “Regional Organisations and Africa's Development Challenges”, UNU-CRIS Policy
Brief 06-2022, with Fredrik S6derbaum.

“Agenda 2063 and the role of Africa’s overlapping regional organisations”. Maastricht:
ECDPM Discussion Paper No. 317, with Fredrik Soderbaum.

2021  “Human Rights in the United Nations” (German), Unhoérbar Podcast der DGVN,
available under: https:/ /anchor.fm/dgvn-mitteldeutschland /episodes/UNhrbar-12---
Basis-Menschenrechte-und-die-UN-epOdem

“Money makes the world go round? Funding African ROs and the WHO” (guest
lecture for BA course International and regional organizations - current challenges,
University of Freiburg)

2020  “Why a proposed Horn of Africa bloc could destabilise the larger region”, The
Conversation, 8 September 2020, with Ingo Henneberg, available under:
https:/ /theconversation.com/why-a-proposed-horn-of-africa-bloc-could-destabilise-
the-larger-region-134050

2019 “So you want to work in international organizations”, available under:
https:/ /irblog.eu/so-you-want-to-work-in-international-organizations/

“Pan-African and Regional Organizations: Assessing their Relevance and Contribution
in Tackling Africa’s Development Challenges”, Final Report for the African Capacity-
Building Foundation, Harare, with Fredrik Soderbaum.

Data sets

IOCA: Inter-organizational cooperation agreements, with Diana Panke, developed for the DFG-
funded project ,Overlapping Regionalism in Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe Compared”.

OVREG: Overlapping Regionalism, with Diana Panke, developed for the DFG-funded project
,Overlapping Regionalism in Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe Compared”.

GTRO: Governance Transfer by Regional Organizations - GTRO adoption and GTRO design,
developed for the DFG-funded project “The Governance Contribution of External Actors in
Areas of Limited Statehood”.

ROCO 2.0: Regional Organizations” Competencies version 2.0, with Diana Panke and Anna
Starkmann, updated version of the ROCO dataset developed for the DEG-funded project
,Overlapping Regionalism in Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe Compared”.

EFRO: External Funding of Regional Organizations in Africa, with Fredrik Soderbaum,
developed for the Swedish Research Council-funded project “External Funding of Regional
Organizations in Africa: What Works and Why?”.



GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS

2019

2015

2014

2014

2014

2012-13

Research Project Grant, German Research Foundation (Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft), for the project “Overlapping Regionalism in Africa, the
Americas, Asia and Europe Compared”, Co-PI with Diana Panke, 375,800 €.

Catalytic Research Grant, International Studies Association (ISA), Workshop
“Overlapping Regionalism: Pattern, Drivers & Responses” at the ISA Annual
Convention, with Merran Hulse and Kai Striebinger, $ 5,000.

Travel Grant, Collaborative Research Center - CRC 700, Fund for the Promotion of
Young Scholars, Participation in Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis,
3,000€.

Travel Grant, Thyssen Foundation, 11. IB-Nachwuchstagung ,Sicherheit, Wirtschaft,
Gesellschaft: Theorien und Problemfelder internationaler Politik”, 200€.

Workshop Grant, Kolleg-Forschergruppe “The Transformative Power of Europe?”,
Workshop “Dealing with Overlapping Regionalism: Complementary or Competitive
Strategies?”, with Merran Hulse and Kai Striebinger, 14,000€.

Graduate Student Fellowship, Kolleg-Forschergruppe “The Transformative Power of
Europe”, Freie Universitdt Berlin, 16,000€.

Currently in preparation

¢ “In from the margins? The uneven spread of disability rights across national, regional and
global levels”

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS

Methods
Causal Inference, Ordinary Least Squares, Event History Analysis, Spatial Econometrics
Interviews, Process Tracing, Quantitative and Qualitative Content Analysis

Computer and Statistical Packages

STATA,

R, SPSS, MAXQDA

Languages

German (native proficiency)
English (C2, proficiency)
French (B2, upper intermediate)
Swedish (A1, beginner)
Russian (A1, beginner)



CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP PARTICIPATION

Recurring conferences

DRC  Development Research Conference 2018
DVPW Kongress 2021, 2018, 2015
Offene IB-Sektionstagung 2023, 2020, 2017
AKER Jahrestagung 2020 (organizer), 2019 (organizer)
DVPW, OGPW, SVPW 3-Lander-Tagung 2016
EUIA 2021, 2018
EUSA 2022, 2015
EISA  PEC2023
EWIS 2017
ISA 2023, 2022, 2021, 2020, 2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2013
SNES Svenska Nitverket for Europaforskning i Statsvetenskap 2018

Workshops

2023  “Global Reordering and Connectivity”, University of Leuven and the Leuven Centre for
Global Governance Studies.

2022 “Global order, international organisations and organisational options” (Europe in the
World), European University Institute, Florence

“The European Union and international regime complexes”, UCLouvain

2020  “Comparative Regionalism”, Freiburg

“Governance Networks | Cooperation, Competition, Conflict”, Zeppelin University
Friedrichshafen

2019  Research Workshop of Research Group Regional & Global Governance, Gothenburg

2018  Closing Conference, Research College “The Transformative Power of Europe?’, Berlin

‘New Datasets on International and Regional Organizations - Inter-Operability, Best
Practices, and the Way Forward’, Gottingen

2017  “Global (Dis)Order and Development”, Gothenburg Centre of Globalization and
Development, Gothenburg

“The political economy of regional organizations”, Stellenbosch

2016  CEDI Annual Conference on Regionalism, Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence “EU in
Global Dialogue” (CEDI), Mainz.



TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Freiburg

¢ Transnational actors and international organizations (German), BA/MA, Winter 2023 /24

e Legitimacy and legitimation: Comparing the European Union and international organizations
(German), MA, Summer 2023

Global Governance: an introduction, BA, Summer 2023

Research design and methods in political science (German), MA, Summer 2023

Research colloquium for BA and MA students (German), MA, Summer 2023

Values without effect? The EU and the fight against discrimination (German), BA/MA,
Winter 2022/23

¢ Introduction to political science (German), BA, Winter 2022/23, 2023 /24

Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena

¢ International institutions and organizations (Lecture; German), BA, Summer 2019

e Career entry and career paths in international organizations, BA/MA, Summer 2019

e Africa in international politics/ international politics in Africa (German), MA, Summer 2019

e Emerging powers, regions and a changing global order, MA, Summer 2019

e Research design and methods in political science with special emphasis on international
organizations (German), BA, Winter 2018/19

e Legitimacy and Legitimation of international organizations (German), MA, Winter 2018/19

e Research colloquium for BA and MA students (German), MA, Summer 2019

e Transnational activism and norms in international politics, MA, Winter 2018/19

e Comparative Regionalism (German), MA, Winter 2018/19

o Schriftliche Staatsexamenspriifung - Lehramt Sozialkunde/Politik, Winter 2018/19

School of Global Studies, University of Gothenburg

¢ Emerging Powers, MA, Spring 2017, 2018, 2019

¢ Global Governance, BA, Spring 2018, 2019

e Introduction to International Relations, BA, Spring 2017, Fall 2017, Spring 2018

e Perspective on justice, power and sustainable global development, BA, Spring 2017
e DPolitical change, conflict and conflict management in Africa, BA, Spring 2017, 2018
e Research Design and Methods, MA, Fall 2017, 2018

Freie Universitdt Berlin

e Interview techniques workshop, PhD, Winter 2018/10

e Research methods in political science (German), BA, Winter 2015/16

¢ Introduction to qualitative and quantitative methods in political science (German), BA,
Summer 2015

¢ Regional Organizations in IPE and Integration Studies (German), BA, Winter 2009/10

¢ Interview Techniques (BTS method workshop), PhD, Winter 2018 /2019

Freie Universitét Berlin International Summer and Winter University (FUBiS)
e Human Rights: Foundations, Achievements, Controversies, BA/MA, Summer 2016
e The EU in the 21st Century: Internal and External Challenges, BA/MA, Summer 2015



SERVICES TO THE DEPARTMENT AND THE PROFESSION

2022 - present

2018 - 2021
2018 - 2019
2017 - 2019
2017 - 2018
2015 - 2018
2016
2012-2013
Reviewer:

Member of the Departmental Council, Department of Political Science,
University of Freiburg

Spokesperson of the Standing Group on European Studies and
Comparative Regionalism of the German Political Science Association

Member of the Departmental Council, Department of Political Science,
Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena

Member of the Program Council, Master Programme in Global Studies,
School of Global Studies, University of Gothenburg

Deputy Representative of the post-doctoral and non-permanent staff,
Departmental Council, School of Global Studies, University of Gothenburg

Spokesperson of the thematic group “Comparative Regionalism Research”
of the German Political Science Association

Member of the Search Committee, Freie Universitit Berlin, Assistant
Professor for political science “Transnational Politics in the Global South”

Assistant to the Program Chairs, International Studies Association Annual
Meeting, San Francisco, CA, April 2013

Review of International Organizations, International Studies Quarterly, Journal of European
Public Policy, Global Studies Quarterly, Global Governance, Global Environmental Politics,
European Political Science Review, Global Policy, Governance - An International Journal of
Policy, Administration and Institutions, Politics and Policy, Politics and Governance, Journal of
International Relations and Development, Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Africa
Spectrum, South African Journal of International Affairs, Cogent Social Sciences, KFG Working

Paper Series

Oxford University Press, Routledge, Palgrave Macmillan, De Gruyter

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

International Studies Association (ISA)
German Political Science Association (DVPW)
European Union Studies Association (EUSA)



